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Preface

What is your testimony?

When we think of a testimony, we often think of its legal description. Someone
may be testifying in court or recounting the events of an incident, and you can see
that they are looking backwards in time. They are remembering something that
happened, and perhaps analysing what was wrong or right about the incident.
Perhaps they can even suggest what should be different from now on. Many
Christians believe that ‘testimony’ is such an account. Perhaps, at times, it is more
an assessment of their own performance, instead of a testimony of the forward-
moving faith of a son of God. We might say that the testimony of a disciple is
connected with the cry, ‘Abbal Father!

It is important to remember and be thankful for all that God has done for us.
However, we can remember the instructions from the Scriptures that remind us
to look forward. ‘Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”

1 Psa 30:5
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This shows us the principle. We do engage in real events that impact upon our
health, emotions, confidence, etc. But while those events may be our crucible,
they are not necessarily our testimony. Our testimony is the confession of the
faith of a disciple. This testimony of faith is the motivation to press forward to
the inheritance of the full maturity of our sonship. Paul called this motivation, or
attitude, a spirit of adoption and a spirit of faith, and it is summarised in the cry,
‘Abba! Father!

In the book of Romans, we read that the cry ‘Abbal Father! is a prayer or confession
that expresses the commitment of a son of God to receive and live by the word that
is proclaimed to them.’ They are able to see the image of their sonship as defined
by the Father, and acknowledge that God is the Father of their life. The spirit of
adoption has motivated their cry ‘Abbal Father! This motivation shows that they
have received the faith of God and are now pressing forward to present themselves
to do the works of sonship that God has prepared for them to do in Christ.

The Scriptures refer to another instance of the cry, ‘Abbal Father!” This cry comes,
not from us, but from the Spirit of the Son who is in us. When a person receives
the incorruptible seed of God, they are born from above. Then the Father sends
forth the Spirit of the Son to dwell within their heart. The Son rejoices to be with
His brethren, and continues to cry out ‘Abbal Father! within the born-again son of
God. He is worshipping the Father within us, and testifying that God is the Father
of our spirit. The Spirit of the Son is rejoicing with us, as we also press forward
with thanksgiving to inherit the fullness of our sonship.

The apostle Paul reminded the Thessalonians that they should not ‘quench the
spirit [of adoption].® His instructions in this chapter highlight the culture of
someone who is motivated by a spirit of adoption. They are to press in among
those who care for their souls, to hear their name being called and their works
being defined. This same theme is communicated in Paul’s letter to Philemon.”
Our sanctification is the will of God for our lives.® This means that, in a spirit of
adoption, we will be motivated, each day, to give ourselves to fellowship so that
we can know and be known of God and our brethren.’ In this fellowship, our
sanctification is made clear to us. We are able to hear the word which gives us an
understanding of who we are and the works of sonship that we need to do. We
can see now that it is important that we continue to take heed to the Holy Spirit

2 Rom815.Gal46. 7 Phml6
Mar 14:36

8 1Th4:3
3 Rom8&I5 9 Roml1212
4 Rom&15
5 Gal46
6 1Th5:19



Preface

as He helps us with a spirit of faith to press forward in our sonship and to take

hold of the kingdom."*

When the gospel of sonship is proclaimed to an unbelieving person by a disciple-
messenger, grace and supplication from God is coming to them. The grace of God
is available to grant to them the capacity to hear the word in the moment that it is
spoken to them. They also receive the capacity from God to respond to the word
as it calls them to their sonship. If they do not resist the grace of God, they will
realise that they are poor, or bankrupt, in spirit. Their identity is marred, and they
have no capacity to correct the sin in their life, which results from their separation
from God. Unless they receive help, they will lose all hope. They will need the gift
of faith if they are to proceed in their sonship.

It is also possible for the hearer to resist the grace of God coming to them in the
word. Have you ever considered what this might look like? Briefly, we can draw
some profiles from the book of Acts that describe resistance to the gospel message.

1. Prodigal sophistication. Even though he believed, Agrippa rejected the call of the
Father to be His son." We could define this response as ‘clever superiority’.
The hearer is the judge of the word as it comes, and they will not receive the
word if it does not suit their own motivation. Agrippa was like this when
Paul preached to him. Essentially, his confession was, ‘T'm convicted that you
might be right, but I don’t want to do anything about it right now. I have my
own agenda.’

2. Fear and personal gain. When the Roman governor, Felix, heard the gospel
preached by Paul, he became afraid when the Spirit convicted him concerning
righteousness, self-control, and the judgement to come. His response was
to withdraw and to control their interaction until a more convenient time,
secretly hoping to profit from Paul's imprisonment.?

3. Mocking accusation. Felix’s successor, Festus, was present when Paul was with
Agrippa. Festus mocked Paul, the messenger, accusing him of being a madman,
and would not receive any conviction from the word.”

10 Mat 11:12. The Pulpit Commentary remarks that Jesus is describing ‘the energy with which
some souls are pressing in, and urging the need of such energy if salvation is to be obtained.’

11 A ‘prodigal’ son is someone rejects the word of the Father concerning their obedient sonship.
Act 26:27-28

12 Act24:25
13 Act26:24
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4. Murderous fury. The book of Acts recorded the response of the Jews to the gospel
proclaimed to them by Stephen. Even though they were cut to the heart with
conviction, they chose to resist the grace of God. They stopped their ears in
refusal of the word, and gave themselves to a murderous fury. They sought the
most immediate means to destroy the messenger and to stop the message and
its conviction."

It is sobering to think that we are all capable of such responses if we do not
continue in a spirit of adoption to cry ‘Abbal Father! If the hearer chooses not
to resist the grace of God, they will begin to understand that they are poor, or
bankrupt, in spirit. As we said earlier, their identity is marred and, like Abraham,
they realise that they have no capacity to achieve the promise of their sonship
through the power of their own flesh. They will begin to mourn for their sin and
to cry out in supplication for forgiveness. They also cry out for help to believe for
the sonship that the gospel is offering to them.”

Hearing the travail of their supplication, the Father will forgive them. He gives
to them the faith of God. This is the same faith that Abraham received when the
Word of Yahweh came to him and said, ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield [of faith]
to you; [I am]| your very great reward.”® This means that the hearer has received
the shield of the faith of God, and has been delivered from fear of failure or death,
to believe what God believes about them.”” They have been born as a son of God
and can believe to receive their full inheritance as a son of God.

The Son of God Himself testified that He was made a disciple, saying, ‘The Lord
GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the
weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear
to listen as adisciple. The Lord GOD has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient
Nor did I turn back.™

The same elements of discipleship culture can now be active in the hearer’s
testimony. That is:

1. They have been born as a son of God and can believe to receive their full
inheritance as a son of God. They have received the ear of a disciple, so that
they can hear the word and receive the faith of God that comes by hearing."”
This is the spirit of faith about which Paul speaks.

14 Act 7:54-60 20 Rom 10:17
15 Mat5:3-4

16 Genl5:1. Eph6:16

17 Ephe6il6

18 Isa50:4-5

19 Isa50:4. Eph 6:16
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2. In this spirit of faith, they are enabled to believe and confess with the mouth
of a disciple that they are a son of God, being born from above with God’s own
life.” Their testimony is now expressing the faith of a son of God to receive the
full inheritance of their sonship in Christ. They are continuing forward in the
spirit of adoption.

Of course, the journey of being born of the Spirit has only just begun. By receiving
Abraham’s faith, they become his child, and an heir of the promise of sonship.?
The Father has credited righteousness to them and sees them as a son in His
house, but they have not yet matured to the full sonship that God predestined for
them. Nevertheless, they have received the faith of God to believe for, and lay hold
of, their full inheritance. This is the adoption. Those who receive the adoption on
account of believing God are blessed with Abraham the believer.”

Throughout the whole of our Christian journey, we need to continue to take heed
when the Holy Spirit energises the spirit of faith which we have received, and
which causes us to cry ‘Abbal Father!” At the same time, the Spirit of Christ within
us continues to cry out ‘Abbal Father!, bearing witness with our own spirit that
we are sons of God. In his letter to the Christians in Rome, Paul said that we have
the firstfruits of the Spirit, but still groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the
adoption, the redemption of our body.** This means that there is more yet for us to
lay hold of in relation to our sonship.

We continue to cry out by a spirit of adoption, because we have not reached the
fullness of our maturity as sons of God. We have received the Spirit of the Son
who bears witness within us that we are sons. However, the divine nature has not
yet become our nature. We continue to cry out so that Christ will be formed in us
through a process of travail.”> Through baptism, we are joined to the fellowship of
Christ’s sufferings and have an ongoing participation in His travail.

The Holy Spirit joins us to this travail.”® He helps us in our supplication when we
do not know how to pray. In all of our circumstances, He leads us into the truth of
our sonship and helps us as we pray to build ourselves up in our most holy faith.”
Together with our faith for sonship and the witness of the Holy Spirit with our
spirit that we are sons of God, we are assured that we are inheriting our sonship.
We know that our calling as sons is secure and that our inheritance is sure as we

21 1sa505.Eph616 27 Rom 8:22,26.28.
22 Gal3:7.Rom 4:11 Jud 1:20

23 Gal3:69

24 Rom 8:22

25 Gal4:19

26 Rom 822,26
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continue in the adoption to make our election sure. In this travailing fellowship,
our sin and iniquity are taken from us and are transferred to Christ. At the same
time, His life is transferred to us so that it can be formed in us. This is the process
we refer to as ‘offering transfer’.

As we continue to receive the word of God spoken to us through His messengers,
we will also continue to receive the faith of God and to grow from faith to faith.?
Let’s consider for a moment how this works. With every word spoken to us by
God through His messengers, faith is also coming to us with that word. We note
that faith is not just an ambition or a hoping for something to happen somewhere
in the future. Faith is continually coming by hearing. And hearing is a capacity
given to us by God when He gives us the ear of a disciple.

As we grow from faith to faith, we receive increasing access to the grace of God, in
which we stand.” This is the grace of life that is revealed as being the nature of His
sonship. It is revealed through offering. We see that faith gives us the capacity to
join this offering, so that the life that is multiplied through offering becomes ours.
He was revealed as the Word in flesh, full of grace and truth. As we respond to the
word from faith to faith, we are being changed from glory to glory, into the image
of Christ’s sonship.

It is important that we embrace these understandings and apply them to our
culture, daily. This is because we cannot live by any other means than by the word
of God.*® Furthermore, this is the ongoing culture of the sons of God pressing
forward into the new heavens and new earth.

28 Rom 10:17.
Rom 5:1-2

29 Joh1:14.2Co03:18
30 Mat 44
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Meeting in sanctification

Perhaps the greatest challenge faced by the early church was to continue in first
love. ‘First love’ is a term that Jesus used to address the Ephesian church. He also
admonished every Christian to hear the same message.! The sobering thought for
every disciple in every church today is that Jesus said, ‘I have this against you, that
you have left your first love’.? He was strongly indicating that every person needs
to recover and grow to maturity in first love.

Jesus continued to speak to the churches, saying, ‘Remember therefore from where
[all of] you have fallen; repent and do the first works’.> He was indicating that we
have fallen, or departed, from a place, or a context. Jesus called this context ‘first
love’.

When Paul wrote to the Ephesian Christians, he called this context of first love
‘heavenly places’’ He further explained that, when sons of God abide together in

1 Rev27
2 Rev24
3 Rev25
4  Rev24
5 Eph25-6

13
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Christ, they are able to do the good works of sonship that God named for them.®
Heavenly places is the context where we have fellowship with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, and with other sons of God.

We are able to observe the highpoint of our fellowship when we gather together
to the communion table. There we are able to eat Christ’s flesh and drink His
blood, receive eternal life, and rejoice in the promise of the resurrection. Jesus said,
‘He who eats my flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me and I in him’.” This is the
context of first love in which we are to live.

To understand how this works, we will need to examine what it means to gather
together in first love. We will need to look at how we participate together as a
congregation of believers at the communion table. It is also important to look at
how we present ourselves for fellowship in our families, and how we minister the
life of God as members of the body of Christ.

The elements of first love are the essential foundations for Christian living. If these
capacities are active in a spiritual person, they are able to judge all things, yet they
are judged by no-one.*

Sanctification

When we perceive another person’s identity, we are appreciating their spirit,
as well as the natural abilities they were born with. Every person is born with
identity and ability; this is their natural man. When a person responds to the word
proclaimed to them, their identity begins to be regenerated and renewed by the
Holy Spirit.” They are beginning to become spiritual. Their spirit is reborn by the
word of the Father as they receive their name as a son of God, and the Spirit of
the Son as their life. Then, through baptism, they are joined to the fellowship of
Christ’s offering. Having been born from above, a person receives the authority to
express their name as a son of God. Jesus referred to this authority as a ‘mina’."
Spiritual capacities are also added to them so that they can accomplish the works
that God has prepared for them. Jesus referred to these as ‘talents’.!!

6  Eph2:10. 11 Mat 25:14-30
Psa 139:16

7 Joh 6:54-56
1Co 2:15

9 Tit3:5

10 Luk19:11-27

14



Meeting in sanctification

Calling and election

It is important we understand that a person’s name, mina and talents are given to
them by God according to their calling. The word ‘predestination’ describes God’s
purpose for each of us - that we should be His son. When God reveals His purpose
to us, we are able to see our calling.®

God's calling for each person is what He has sovereignly chosen, or elected, them
to be and to do as His son. His call is revealing to them the nature of the spiritual
person He intends them to be. The calling of God is not dependent upon the
natural capacities associated with a person’s identity. Paul emphasised that the
elements of natural competence that man puts his trust in are not part of God’s
election, or choosing. God has chosen the foolish and weak things to put to shame
the wise and mighty."” He did this so that we would rejoice in His life alone, and
not in the strength of our flesh.

When our name is called by the word of God, we understand the confidence of
our name and the works of obedience God has chosen for us to perform. This is
how we make our call and election sure and participate in the fulfilment of God’s
will.** The apostle Paul explained that the will of God for us is our sanctification.'s
This simply means being the son of God He created us to be. We could say that
a person’s sanctification is the expression of their calling. Each of us needs to
continue to grow in the understanding of our sanctification in practical terms. We
need to be thoughtfully presenting ourselves in the authority of our name, by faith,
for fellowship in the body of Christ, multiplying the life of God through offering.

12 1Co1:27
13 1Co1:27
14 2Pe 1:10
15 1Th4:3
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Understanding your mina

We observe a person’s sanctification when they express their name as a son of God.
Each of us was born as a son of man, and given a name by our parents. However,
this is not our name as a son of God. Before the creation of the heavens and earth,
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit discussed and named every person. This name
defined who they should be and the works they should do. This was all recorded
in the book of life. God thought so carefully about each name that the psalmist
recorded that His thoughts for each person were ‘more in number than the sand’.!

A person receives their name by the grace of the Father. This takes place when
they are born from above of an incorruptible seed, becoming sons of the Father.
All of this happens through faith in the living and enduring word of God.? When
their name is given to them, it becomes their personal possession. This means they
now own their own identity and, importantly, have the authority, or mandate, to
express their sonship. This authority is not their name, but it is the mandate to

1 Psal39:17-18
2 1Pel23
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do the works of their sonship. Jesus made a distinction between this authority, or
‘mina’, and our names written in heaven. He said to His disciples, ‘Behold, I give
you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of
the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice
in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are
written in heaven.”

We understand from the parables that the authority, that is the mina, is given to us
tomultiply. Jesus taught that ‘a certain nobleman went into a far country to receive
for himself a kingdom and to return. So he called ten of his servants, delivered to
them ten minas, and said to them, “Do business till I come”.* Note that each of the
servants received an equal amount of authority as a single mina, through which to
express their sonship. In this, we can see that God loves and honours each son of
God equally. The reward for multiplying the mina was described in the parable as
authority over cities.’

It is also sobering to think that the authority to express your identity can be taken
away from you in judgement.® Because we are eternal beings, it would be a great
sadness to pass into eternity possessing our identity, but having no capacity to
express our name. We must remember that we begin to exercise the authority of
our name when we continually present ourselves for fellowship. In fellowship,
we can prove the will of God by offering and grow in the understanding of our
sanctification and works.”

Multiplying your mina

Faith is the capacity to exercise the authority of one’s name and thus multiply the
mina. As Paul explained, ‘Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek
Him.® A person pleases God by being the person who He named them to be. As we
have already noted, they have their reward in the new heavens and earth.

When a person receives their name from the Father, they also receive a ‘measure
of faith’ which enables them to exercise the authority of their name.” We see
someone’s faith when they present themselves to do the works associated with
their name. Each time they receive the word and obey it, faith continues to come

Luk 10:19-20 9 Roml2:3
Luk 19:12-13

Luk 19:17

Luk 19:24-27

Rom 12:1

Heb 11:6

@w N O U~ W

18



Understanding your mina

to them from ‘faith to faith’." As the apostle James testified, T will show you my
faith by my works." These works are called ‘the obedience of faith’."?

When we do the works of our sonship in the obedience of faith, we are showing
forth ‘the righteousness of faith’.** This begins with a confession of faith. Indeed,
the first work of the righteousness of faith is to speak. Looking for fellowship, a
person will speak in the authority of their name, and not look for an alternative
word to empower their work or to give them a sense of worth or validity."* They
can speak in the righteousness of faith because the word preached to them is now
in them: it is in their mouth and in their heart.’® With this faith, a son of God
presents himself, in the authority of their name, for fellowship with their brethren.

A person receives faith by hearing the word of God." Faith is given to them so they
can stand in the authority of their name to meet and speak in fellowship with their
brethren in Christ. This is the context in which they speak in a spirit of faith."”
They will not be relating with others in order to gain affirmation of the image they
have of themselves. Rather, they will entrust themselves to the Father, and be able
to trust and openly converse with their brothers and sisters in Christ. Others can
bear witness to their faith because they have presented themselves for fellowship
according to their sanctification. This is a fellowship of offering from which they
are able to minister the grace of God to others. The ability to minister this grace is
through the giftedness of the talents.

10 Rom 1:17. 14 Rom10:6
Rom 10:17 15 Rom10:8

I Jas 2:18 16 Rom10:8

12 Roml1:5. .
o 17 2Co413.

Psa 116:13-19
13 Rom 10:6
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Understanding talents

Jesus taught that the kingdom of heaven ‘is just like a man about to go on a journey,
who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave
five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability;
and he went on his journey.”

Talents are gifts of grace that come from the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and
are given by Christ. The talents refer to the four dimensions of God’s grace that
come from Christ’s hand. These four dimensions of grace are the word, life, Spirit
and love of God. Every son of God receives this grace through the ministry of
messengers who are in Christ’s hand as He walks among His lampstand churches.?

Christ distributes talents to a person according to their abilities.’ These abilities
are a feature of a person’s identity, which continues to be regenerated and renewed
by the Holy Spirit. As children grow up, these abilities begin to be seen, and will

1 Mat 25:14-15
2 RevlI2-18
3 Eph47-12
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develop through training, and application to discipline. However, abilities are not
talents. Itis true that Christ gives us talents according to abilities. But not everyone
who has abilities receives multiple talents. Talents belong to a person’s calling;
and calling and name meet in offering. Failure to recognise the difference between
abilities and talents has been a source of confusion in the church. This confusion
has given rise to presumption and corruption within Christian congregations.

A person receives the gift of talents from Christ after they have been born of God,
and have come into the house of the Son through baptism. That is, talents are given
to slaves of righteousness. Their slavehood to Christ results in their sanctification
as a son of God.* As a believer participates in the offering of Christ as a member of
His body, they are also multiplying the grace of life as a son of God. Just like the
servants in the parable, everyone is expected to invest their talent and to multiply
a return through offering.’ Their eternal reward, or glory, in the new heavens and
earth, depends upon the extent to which the talents they received in this age are
multiplied.

Mina and talent

A person exercises their talent as a son of God according to the authority of the
mina. In this regard, we note the teaching of Paul, who explained that faith grants
a person access into the grace of God in which a believer stands and exults in the
hope of the glory of God.¢ This is the hope of receiving their full inheritance as a
son of God.

We learn from Paul that the gifts and the calling of God are given without
repentance.” However, this does not mean that, once a person has received a gift
from Christ, their salvation or sonship is assured. Jesus was making this point
when He said to His disciples, ‘Many will say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?” And then [ will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practise lawlessness!™®

Evidently, the gift of Christ, or talent, can be misused or misdirected in order for
a person to gain validation for a profile that they have of themselves. For example,
they may seck a position of authority or ministry power over others, and use their
gift to justity their self-proclaimed image. This is in conflict with their calling,

4  Rom6:19

5  Mat25:29
6 Rom5:1-2

7 Rom11:29

8 Mat7:22-23
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and means that their ministry endeavours are not an expression of their sanctified
sonship. Christ did not know these ones, because the exercise of their talent was
not according to the sanctification of their name, by faith. Through sanctification,
a person and their gift should be the same thing. The person should be the gift.

Finally, sober judgement, motivated by the realities of faith, integrates abilities
with the talent or grace that God gives. The principle of sober judgement is
contained in the words of Paul. ‘I say to everyone among you not to think more
highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound [or
sober] judgement, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.”

A person who has received a measure of faith demonstrates that they are living by
faith when they present themselves for fellowship, according to their sanctification.
This is a person who views themselves and others with sober judgement. They
do not think more or less highly of themselves than they ought. Rather, by the
Spirit, they have cast down the imaginations and high thoughts that they have of
themselves.

Instead of pursuing an alternative image of themselves or their ministry, they
bring every thought regarding who they are and how they function into captivity
to the obedience of Christ."” ‘Captivity to the obedience of Christ’ describes our
slavehood in the house of the Son. This slavehood results in our sanctification as
sons of God.

We can consider sober judgement as ‘rightly discerning the body of Christ’ and
our participation within His body." When we do not discern the body of Christ
from the basis of sanctification, we become weak and sick, and may even die
before our time.*

It is wonderful to consider that the Lord has given to each of us everything that
pertains to life and godliness.” This means that He has birthed us as a son of
God and gives to us faith and grace, which are necessary for fulfilling the works
of sonship that He predestined for us. This is cause for thanksgiving and great
confidence. Our testimony can be the expression of a son of God who is exulting
in the attainment of their sonship through every season of life. This is because we
are making our calling and election sure, and because first love is our context for

life.

9 Roml2:3

10 2Co10:4-5
11 Rom 12:4-8
12 1Co 11:27-32
13 2Pel3
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LESSONS IN FIRST LOVE

Overview - Study Questions

® God's calling for each person is what He has sovereignly chosen, or elected,
them to be and do as His son. The will of God is our sanctification; and a
person’s sanctification is the expression of their calling. We make our call
and election sure when we thoughtfully present ourselves in the authority of
our name, by faith, for fellowship in the body of Christ, to multiply the life
of God through offering. Explain how you have practically experienced this
process in action.

® A person receives their name by the grace of the Father when they are born
from above of incorruptible seed through the living and enduring word of
God. When their name is given to them, it becomes theirs. They now have
possession, or ownership, of their identity and, importantly, the authority,
or mandate, to express their sonship. The authority is not their name, but
it is the mandate to do the works of their sonship. Jesus referred to this
authority in the parable as a ‘mina’. We begin to exercise the authority of our
name (mina) when we present ourselves for fellowship, continually. In this
context, we make offering, can prove the will of God concerning our work,
and can learn our sanctification. Can you explain in your own words and
testimony how this mode of fellowship works to perform the will of God,
our sanctification?

® A talent is a spiritual capacity given to us so that we can accomplish the
works that God has prepared for us. It can be misused or misdirected in
order for a person to gain validation or approval for an image, or profile, that
they have of themselves. The result means that their actions are in conflict
with or in contradiction to their calling. Christ did not know these ones,
because the exercise of their talent was not according to the sanctification of
their name, by faith. Can you describe a scenario in a church setting where
this kind of confusion can arise?
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The lesson of Cain

Lachlan Perrin

25






You have a name

God has named every person

King David marvelled when he considered Yahweh’s thoughts towards him. They
were greater in number than the sands of the earth.' In fact, before the world
was created, God the Father, God the Son and the Holy Spirit recorded Their
innumerable thoughts about every person as a ‘name’ in the book of life.? Of course,
this name is not the title given to a baby by his or her earthly parents. Rather,
Yahweh'’s name for each person defines His complete will for their life. The Lord
calls every person by their unique name, and invites them to embrace His purpose
for their life by becoming a son of God.> He does this through the preaching of the
gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit.* The beginning point for fulfilling God’s
will is to understand and accept the predestined name that He has for us.

1 Psal39:17-18

2 Revl3s8.
Psa 139:16

3 Isa40:26.1sa 45:4.
Joh 112

4 1Pel:12
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LESSONS IN FIRST LOVE

The Bible uses the term ‘sanctification’ to describe a Christian who fulfils God’s will
for their life, according to their name.” A Christian expresses their sanctification
by the obedience of their faith, their offering and their love for the body of Christ.
The outcome for those who live in sanctification is eternal life.®

The scriptural story of Cain and Abel highlights two contrasting r